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THE ORIGINS OF THANKSGIVING

The following article is excerpted from A History of Colonial America by Oliver Perry Chitwood (New York: Harper, 1931)

God's Goodness - Thanksgiving was observed in
New England for 168 years before George
Washington made it a national holiday.

The Puritans were opposed to the observance
of Christmas, which they regarded as a Catholic
custom, and during the colonial period, Christ-
mas was, therefore, not a New England holiday
except in Rhode Island. For the orthodox Puritan,
Thanksgiving took the place of Christmas. While
the practice of setting aside a day for thanksgiv-
ing did not originate with the Puritans, the New
Englanders took up the custom at an early date
and gave it a large place in their recreational life.

The practice of setting aside a day for thanks-
giving had its origins in Europe before the Refor-
mation and was continued by certain Protestant
bodies. The first American Thanksgiving was
celebrated in Plymouth in the fall of 1621, after
the first harvest had been gathered. The account
of this event, written by Edward Winslow (who
was later governor of the colony), is familiar to
every modern schoolboy and girl. It was a festival
of several days' length, during which time the Pil-
grims and their Indian guests feasted in the open
air on the meat, wild fowl, and deer that had
been barbecued for the occasion.

Before the end of the seventeenth century, the
Thanksgiving season had become a regular an-
nual holiday in Connecticut and Massachusetts.
It lasted about a week and was the most impor-
tant series of holidays that the Puritans had. It
was not especially a religious celebration, but a
time of festivity like the English Yuletide. It is
thought that Thursday was chosen as Thanksgiv-
ing Day because of its popularity as a lecture
day. In any event George Washington gave it na-
tional stature when he issued his Proclamation

for Thanksgiving Day on October 3, 1789. It read
as follows:

Whereas it is the duty of all nations to acknowledge
the providence of Almighty God, to obey His will, to
be grateful for His benefits, and humbly to implore
His protection and favor; and

Whereas both Houses of Congress have, by their joint
committee, requested me to recommend to the peo-
ple of the United States a day of public thanksgiving
and prayer, to be observed by acknowledging with
grateful hearts the many and signal favors of Al-
mighty God, especially by affording them an oppor-
tunity peaceably to establish a form of government
for safety and happiness:

Now, therefore, | do recommend and assign Thurs-
day, the 26th day of November next, to be devoted
by the people of these States to the service of that
great and glorious Being who is the beneficent au-
thor of all the good that was, that is, or that will be;
that we may then all unite in rendering unto Him
our sincere and humble thanks for His kind care and
protection on the people of this country previous to
their becoming a nation; for the signal and manifold
mercies and the favorable interpositions of His provi-
dence in the course and conclusion of the late war;
for the great degree of tranquility, union, and plenty
which we have since enjoyed; for the peaceable and
rational manner in which we have been enabled to
establish constitutions of government for our safety
and happiness, and particularly the national one
now lately instituted; for the civil and religious liberty
with which we are blessed, and the means we have
of acquiring and diffusing useful knowledge; and, in
general, for all the great and various favors which He
has been pleased to confer upon us.

And also that we may then unite in most humbly of-
fering our prayers and supplications to the great Lord

Continued on Page 2
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and Ruler of Nations, and beseech Him to pardon our
national and other transgressions; to enable us all,
whether in public or private stations, to perform our
several and relative duties properly and punctually;
to render our National Government a blessing to all
the people by constantly being a Government of
wise, just, and constitutional laws, discreetly and
faithfully executed and obeyed; to protect and guide
all sovereigns and nations (especially such as have
shown kindness to us), and to bless them with good
governments, peace and concord; to promote the
knowledge and practice of true religion and virtue,
and the increase of science among them and us; and,
generally, 1 grant to all mankind such a degree of
temporal prosperity as He alone knows to be best.

Given under my hand, at the city of New York, the
3rd day of October, A.D. 1789

IMPORTANT DATES
TO REMEMBER!

Picture Retakes

November 1st:

November 9th: Military Honor Day
Home School Meeting

November 10th: NO SCHOOL
(Veteran’s Day)

November 13th: NO SCHOOL

(Teacher In-Service)

November 14th: Board Meeting

November 16th: 6th Grade Field Trip

November 17th: 2nd Grade Stone Soup

Deficiencies Mailed
November 18th: H.S. Sadies

NO SCHOOL
(ACSI & Thanksgiving)

Nov. 20th-24th:

Don't forget. . .

‘MOMS IN TOUCH” Prayer Group
Every Thursday @ 8:30 a.m. in Room 17

FOGGY DAYS
AHEAD

Foggy days will be here soon. Although it is al-
ways the parent's ultimate decision on when to
bring students in on foggy days, KCS has a
Foggy Day Policy as outlined below:

KCS is contracted with Channel 18 to broadcast
our foggy day schedule. The decision will be
made as early as possible, but no later than 7:45
a.m. When we have called a foggy day, the
broadcast will say: Kings Christian School -
Plan A. Dismissal times will be as usual.

ELEMENTARY: On foggy days, classroom in-
struction will begin at 9:30 a.m. for elementary
students. Students who get to school after 9:30
because of the fog will be responsible for home-
work, etc. but will not be subject to an unexcused
tardy. If your student will arrive after 9:30, please
send a note.

HIGH SCHOOL: High school instruction will start
at 9:15 a.m. Students who arrive before that time
need to report to their 1st period class until school
starts. ONCE A STUDENT ARRIVES ON CAM-
PUS, THEY CANNOT LEAVE THE CAMPUS.
THEY MUST REPORT TO THEIR 1ST PERIOD
CLASS. Fog related tardiness after 9:15 will be
excused (with a note or phone call), but stu-
dents will be responsible for any work covered af-
ter 9:15 a.m. High School students who use the
fog as an excuse not to come to school on time,
coming in well after the fog has lifted, will be sub-
ject to disciplinary action.

If you have any questions about the KCS Foggy
Day Policy, please call the school office.

PICTURE 3
RETAKES 9

WEDNESDAY,
NOVEMBER 1ST
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Activities in November.. ..
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The family and friends of Mrs.
Haskell's 2nd grade class are
invited to attend their presenta-
tion of “Stone Soup” on Friday,
November 17th. Festivities will
include the play, singing, and
the serving of Stone Soup. We
hope you will be able to join us
as we share what we’re learning
about friendship and Thanksgiv-

ing.
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The 6th grade class will be tak-
ing a field trip to the Institute
for Japanese Art on Thursday,
November 16th. We hope to
learn much about the Japanese
culture through the art exhibits.
The cost per student is $3.
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Everyone is invited to attend a
short program in honor of our
military personnel, past and pre-
sent. It will be held in the KCS

gym at 2:30 p.m. on November
9th.
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Sadies is almost here! We
encourage all of our high school
students to attend. We will be
attending a Fresno State football
game followed by pizza and
extreme bowling. Plan to
attend - you won't want to miss
the fun!

5

Senior Pictures are past due! If
you have not turned yours in
yet, please do so as soon as
possible so that we can meet

The KCS staff will once again be
attending the annual ACSI
Teachers’ Convention in Ana-
heim. This convention is a pro-
fessional conference designed
to provide personal and profes-
sional growth opportunities to
those who teach and work in
Christian schools. The educa-
tion of children and young peo-
ple is the primary focus of semi-
nars and workshops, which are
available for all areas of staff,
including secretaries, coaches,
library, maintenance, public rela-
tions, music, etc. Not only is this
a teaching time, but it is also
spiritually uplifting for all who at-
tend. The fellowship with other
Christian school educators is
wonderful. Your prayers for
those attending the ACSI Con-
vention are greatly appreciated.
Please note there will be no
school the week of November
20th due to the convention
and the Thanksgiving holiday.

FYI

Deficiencies for the
2nd quarter will be
mailed out by
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
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COST:
$55 through Christmas break
$60 after the New Year

$5.00 will reserve your
yearbook. Yearbooks can be
reserved with Mrs.
Doyel in the front office.

) -

Tryouts for this year's musical
"The Secret of My Success"” will
be in December. Those interested
in trying out for speaking or sing-
ing parts may do so on the follow-
ing dates:

3rd Grade
Monday, December 4th

4th Grade
Tuesday, December 5th

5th Grade
Wednesday, December 6th

6th Grade
Thursday, December 7th

Students will meet in front of Mrs.
Bohnsack's and Mrs. Haskell's
rooms. Tryouts will go from 3:30 -
4:00 each day. If you have any
questions about the Grandparents
Day Musical, please see Mr. Han-
son, 5th grade teacher.

555

December 4th - 6th
8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
in the KCS Library

Don’t miss this opportunity to
shop early for Christmas giving!

The book fair has gift ideas for
children of all ages as well as
adults. You will find Bibles,
Christian living books, devo-
tionals, calendars, as well as a
wide variety of fiction and non-
fiction Christian literature.

And don’t forget those stocking
stuffers!! Come and take a look
at the bookmarks, erasers, rul-
ers, T-shirts plus lots more!

This is a great opportunity to
share with loved ones the true
reason for the season. See you
there!

CHRISTMAS
GIFT
SHOP

DECEMBER 4TH - 8TH
9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Plan to stop by at our annual
Christmas Gift Shop -- gifts, or-
naments, & gift baskets for par-
ents, students, & friends! Don'’t
forget secret sis and teacher
gifts too! Prices from 25¢ and
up. The Gift Shop will be held in
the Maintenance Room (east
side of the high school near the
bus).

SPORTS PARTICIPATION
INCREASES CIVIC
PARTICIPATION
Excerpted from:

ACSI Legal/Legislative Update

Volume 17, Number 1
Fall 2005

A study conducted by the Cen-
ter for Information and Re-
search on Civic Learning and
Engagement (CIRCLE), a part
of the University of Maryland,
has validated that there is a
correlation between student
participation in high school
sports and later participation in
civic engagement. The center
surveyed a group of 875 young
adults, ages 18 to 25, and
found that young people who
participated in sports activities
during their high school years
were more likely than non-
sports participants to have:

e volunteered
(32% vs. 21%)

e registered to vote
(58% vs. 40%)

e voted in 2000
(44% vs. 33%)

o followed news closely
(41% vs. 26%)

The 2006 fact sheet
"Participation in Sports and
Civic Engagement” can be
found online at:
www.civicyouth.org.
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I PLEDGE TO BE A PILGRIM
by Anneka Brown

I pledge to be a pilgrim
In every way | can,
But I mostly want to be
God's number one fan!

I am only here for awhile
So let me try and show,
That God created all of us
From our head down to our toes!

I only wish and hope
That no one will be alone,
But I will try my best to
Point them to our heavenly home!

PILGRIM'S PLEDGE
by Morghan Williams

I pledge to be a pilgrim
On this earth the best I can,
To lead many people to the Lord,
And with Him | will always stand.

I pledge to try my best,
In everything | do,
To be a diligent person
And to Him always be ftrue.

| pledge to walk in the light
Of His amazing grace,
And keep on working on this earth
'Till | see His shining face.

PLEDGE
by Davis Brown

I pledge my time,
I pledge my life,
I pledge that |
will remain true
To you my God.

I pledge my heart
In times of sorrow,
In times I'm wrong,
When the world
Around me
Crashes down,
When | am lost
Through You
I'll be found.

O God! O God!
My Lord and Savior,
You are the map
For my quest on earth.
I am but a pilgrim of this earth
Until my heavenly home
I have found.

PILGRIM'S VOW
by Caleb Wright

I pledge to go through life
Being a strong leader for all.
I'll be a light in grief and strife

And pick up those who fall.

As | walk through this tired
And broken world
Twisted by power,
Wealth, and greed,

I will follow His light
Through the cold
And only His words will | heed.

I know not where | want to go;
I know not yet what | will be,
Yet I'll always rejoice
Through high and low
And complete my
Arduous journey.

| am but a Pilgrim,

Who is just passing through
From this world of darkness to the
Dawn of things made new.

My soul compels me onward,
To do what | must do.

This is my Pilgrim vow to
which I will stay true.

MY PLEDGE
by Brianna Storment

I pledge to live my life
According to God,
To speak with Him
In time of need, joy or reverence,
To read His Word every day,
So that | may not fall
Into temptation,

To strive to do my best,
To be kind, loyal and faithful,
To defend my friends,

To stand up for what is right,
To work hard in
Everything that | do,

So that what | do will be
Good enough to be rewarded,
To do what is pure,

To do what | should
In God's eyes,

To minister to
Everyone that | can,

For what we say and do
is limited until He comes
To take us Home.

PILGRIM'S PLEDGE
by Christine Sousa

I pledge my life as a pilgrim
To please the Lord here on earth,
To use the gifts
He gave me for good.
| will praise Him all my days
From morning until the night.
| will do my best in everything,
And | will do it for the Lord.
As angels watch over me
I will thank him for
His safety and love.

I will use my mistakes
As lessons and correct them.
As | travel to my eternal home
I will keep Him by me
Every step of the way.
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MONITORING YOUR STUDENT ON THE WESB. . .

by Jerry Pierce, CHP Officer and KCS Staff Member

The following article was first printed in "The Crusader's Echo"” last year. However, it is being reprinted at

the request of KCS parents.

As a Law Enforcement Profes-
sional for 23 years (the last 18
years here in Kings County), and
as a part-time staff member here
at KCS, | felt compelled to write
this article of urgency warning all
KCS parents of a potentially dan-
gerous website that your child
may be active on with or without
your knowledge. Myspace.com
is an interactive website where
people 16 years of age or older
can go to meet new people and
"blog" with old friends. When |
first heard about this website, red
flags popped up in my mind eve-
rywhere! And after conducting
some research of my own, and
monitoring the activity of website
users, | have developed a list of
concerns:

Bypassing the Age
Requirements:

This is an easy thing to do. All
the student has to do when regis-
tering is list their age as 16 or
older. There are many many kids
(even some of our own students)
who have registered as 16 or
older, but then list their true age
on their "page”. It is apparent that
the people at Myspace.com don’t
monitor personal web pages for
children under 16.

Personal Information:

It is extremely unsafe for any mi-
nor to list any of their personal
information on the worldwide
web...yet it's done. Many of our
own students list their full names,
places of birth, places of resi-
dence and school. | have even
seen cell phone numbers and

email addresses listed on
Myspace personal web pages
for all the world to see! Unfortu-
nately experience has told me
that a website such as Myspace.
com is visited by registered sex
offenders (from all over the
world) several hundred times a
day!

Unmonitored/Unchecked
Personal Webpages:

It is sad to say, but | have seen
a tremendous amount of inap-
propriate conduct on Myspace.
com personal web pages. | have
seen profanity written all over
this website and it's used to de-
moralize and degrade other
people. Sexually suggestive
writings and photographs are
rampant as well. There are
many photographs all over this
website depicting drug and alco-
hol use! The majority of what
I've seen leads me to conclude
that most kids using this website
are under no adult supervision
whatsoever.

After conducting a tremendous
amount of research and moni-
toring personal web pages be-
longing to our own students, |
have come up with three strong
recommendations:

Talk with your student.

Let them know that you have
read this article and are con-
cerned about their safety and
well-being. Even if they aren’t
using or active on this website
reinforce the importance of
strong Christian values, and
obeying the rules of your home.

Monitor computer use.

| recommend that you have only
one internet-accessible com-
puter in your home, and that it
be in a room where all of the
family can use it. If you choose
to allow your child to use the
internet and use this website, let
them know that you will monitor
their use of the computer daily.
(There are many programs
available that allow you to
"track" or "mirror" the use of
your family computer.)

Discontinue use.

It is my personal recommenda-
tion that you speak with your
child and stop use of this web-
site and the internet all together.
If the internet is needed for re-
search or a school project, you,
as the parent, should log onto
the internet, using a password,
and watch as it is being used.

I urge all parents to take this
warning seriously, because this
is a serious problem. Parenting
is not an easy thing to do, but
with God in the middle of it, all
your decisions can be very re-
warding.

Blessings,

Jerry Pierce

P.S. | would be happy to talk to
any of you whom might have
questions or want more informa-
tion on this website. If you would
like to contact me, please call
the school office at 924-8301
and leave a message. | will get
back to you as soon as possible.
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COMING IN DECEMBER. . . ‘%h

DEC. 4th: High School Christmas Concert
DEC. 4th-6th: Library Book Fair
DEC. 4th-8th: Christmas Gift Shop

DEC. 14th: Home School Meeting
1st - 4th Grades to Roller Towne

DEC. 11th-14th: High School Finals Week

DEC. 15: 5th - 8th Grades to Roller Towne
Noon Dismissal - Begin Christmas Holiday
No School for Pre-K only
End of 2nd Quarter

CHRISTMAS BREAK: December 18th — January 5th.

Q¥
bi (Back to School on January 8th).
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